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MITCHELL — When Mitchell 
Community Schools closes out its 
books at the end of the year, the 
balance of its outstanding lunch 
debt will likely be zero, thanks 
to the generosity of the Mitchell 
community and corporation poli-
cies.

In recent years, much discus-
sion has surrounded the amount 
of lunch debt school corporations 
are carrying. North Lawrence 
Community Schools, for example, 
carried approximately $22,000 in 
unpaid lunch debt in March 2016 
when its food services director, 
Stacie Green, appealed to school 
board members to institute a 
policy that would help the cor-
poration alleviate that debt and 
comply with state statute.

Alda McIntosh, who serves 
as the food services director for 
MCS, said that’s simply not the 
case in Mitchell, where a benevo-
lence fund and corporation poli-
cies eliminate the debt.

“We’ve never had debt more 
than $100 at the end of the year,” 
McIntosh said, although the 
corporation often carries a debt 
amount of $500 at any given time. 
Reminders and donations, McIn-
tosh said, are the key to whittling 

By Carol Johnson
cjohnson@tmnews.com

BEDFORD — It’s cheaper, 
greener and, for some, a more 
appealing option than spending 
eternity in a box underground.

Cremation is a growing trend 
as more people choose it over 
traditional burial.

According to the Indiana 
Cemetery Association, crema-
tion is chosen in 51.7 percent of 
all deaths in the state.

To keep up with that trend, 
Green Hill Cemetery installed 
its first columbarium, to contain 
ashes, earlier this month. It was 

placed just west of the office.
It contains 48 niches to hold 

cremains.
Gene Abel, Green Hill man-

ager and former member of the 
Green Hill Cemetery Association, 
said it was past time for the cem-
etery to provide the option.

“We realized if we didn’t do 
this, we were getting further be-
hind the times,” he said.

People choose cremation for 
a variety of reasons. Affordability 
is one, but for others, it’s because 
as society becomes more mobile, 
they may not have family to tend 
to or visit the gravesite.

“Around here, and I’m not 
trying to knock people, that’s the 
cheapest route,” said Abel. “But 
in many parts of the country, the 
thinking is changing. After you 

look at the cost of caskets, head-
stones and vaults, a traditional 
burial is costly.”

Depending on where you live 
and the cost of services, crema-
tion can cost a third of what a 
traditional burial costs.

Abel has been pushing for 
the cemetery to install a colum-
barium for several years. He had 
proposed a plan that called for 
a 100-niche columbarium, but 
the association didn’t have the 
money to make the investment.

The association is in better 
financial shape these days.

Dan Bortner, president of the 
Green Hill Cemetery Association, 
said agreements with the county 
and city government to offset 
mowing expenses and a change 

By Derrek Tipton
dtipton@tmnews.com

BEDFORD — Wiping out 
near the finish line isn’t the 
best way to end a bed race.

But it’s better than not 
racing at all.

“It was pretty fun,” said Zane 
Bobbs, who participated with 
the Bedford Boys Home. “We 
thought we were going to lose 
before we even started because 
of something that broke.”

The Bedford Boys Home 
was one of seven teams to 
participate Saturday in the 
Bedford Bed Race: The Down-
town Derby, which was hosted 
by Bedford Revitalization Inc. 
The race took place at Harp 
Commons.

A.J. Chandler, team leader 
for the entry “Skelator,” said 
his team decided to enter the 
race because it sounded like 
an interesting and fun event. 
The team, which consisted 
of Chandler, Marla Chandler, 
Regan Mallory and Madison 
Chandler, won in their divi-
sion.

The team went for a festive 
look, decorating the bed with 
fake spider webs, skulls and 
other Halloween-related items.

“A.J. saw it and thought it 
would be fun for the family,” 
Marla Chandler said.

A.J. did some welding, and 
Marla decorated the race bed.

“We didn’t really have a 
name ... but we decided to call 
it ‘Skelator,” she said.

The team for Hunter 

DASH at the DERBY
Teams race beds in 
downtown Bedford

BEDFORD — Wyatt 
Scherschel, center, 
smiles as he pushes 
Zoe Ueltschi, helmet, as 
Luke Foreman, right, and 
Nathan Porter, left, help 
on their way to victor 
in the School Class in 
the Bedford Bed Race: 
The Downtown Derby 
Saturday.

TIMES-MAIL / RICH JANZARUK

BEDFORD — The start of Saturday’s open-class race in the Bedford Bed Race: The Downtown Debry.

Green Hill responds to popularity of cremation
Cemetery adds area 
for cremated ashes

TIMES-MAIL / DERREK TIPTON

BEDFORD — Green Hill Cemetery is constructing a columbarium to hold 
cremains. Stan Ritchison helps place the columbarium.
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in how cemeteries are al-
lowed to invest money in 
the Perpetual Care Fund as 
well as community dona-
tions have eased the finan-
cial strain on the historic 
cemetery.

The Lawrence County 
Council and Commis-
sioners agreed to reimburse 
Green Hill Cemetery for 

mowing the old section of 
the cemetery that was ac-
tually owned by Lawrence 
County.

Additionally, the Green 
Hill Cemetery Association 
entered into an agreement 
in 2017 with the city of Bed-
ford to mow the grass at 
Beech Grove Cemetery. 
Green Hill received a pay-
ment of $63,000, which 
was equal to what the city 
had budgeted to maintain 
Beech Grove in 2018.

“This mutually ben-
eficial contract gets the 
city of Bedford out of the 
cemetery mowing busi-
ness and allows Green Hill 

Cemetery Association to 
bring in extra revenue by 
mowing the city owned 
property,” said Bortner in 
an email to the Times-Mail. 
“By offering more acreage 
when the Green Hill Cem-
etery Association goes to 
bid the mowing contract, 
we can get a better bid on 
all the property collec-
tively, thus allowing the 
city to take advantage of 
reducing their workload 
and allowing the Parks 
Department to focus on 

other issues while Green 
Hill Cemetery Association 
brings in additional rev-
enue to offset expenses.”

Bortner stressed none of 
those sources were used to 
buy the columbarium.

“The purchase of this 
new columbarium was 
made completely with 
funds raised from cem-
etery services, including 
plot sales, marker setting 
and things of this nature,” 
Bortner said. “None of the 
funding raised by dona-
tions or the agreements 
with the city or county was 
utilized in adding the co-
lumbarium, as those funds 
are earmarked for grounds 
maintenance only.”

Abel said walkways will 
be installed soon leading 

to the columbarium. The 
niches will sell for about 
$2,000 each.

A portion of the cost is 
used for long-term main-
tenance.

“I have no idea how they 
will sell, but people have 
told me, ‘If you get it going, 
I’ll buy one,’” Abel said. 
“The world is changing. 
With cremation, you’re not 
disturbing the environment 
or cluttering the earth. For 
people who feel that way 
or don’t want to be in a box 
in the ground, it’s the thing 
to do.”

Contact Times-Mail Staff Writer 
Carol Johnson at (812) 277-
7252 or cjohnson@tmnews.
com.
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that $500 closer to zero 
by the time the books are 
closed out.

Thursday, McIntosh 
a n d  m e mb e r s  o f  t h e 
Mitchell-Grissom Kiwanis 
Club sat in the cafeteria 
at Mitchell High School, 
where the delicious scent 
of lunch still filled the air, to 
chat about school lunches. 
The Kiwanis Club was 
there to present McIntosh 
with a check for $400. The 
money will be added to the 
corporation’s benevolence 
fund, where it will be used 
to help cover the cost of 
school lunches for fami-
lies who are trying to pay 
for lunches, but just aren’t 
making ends meet.

Service clubs, such as 
the Kiwanis Club, churches 
and individuals contribute 
to the fund each year.

“We have parents who 
do not meet the threshold 
of free or reduced lunches, 
but who are still barely 
making ends meet,” Mc-
Intosh said. “They may 
be trying to catch up the 
debt, but they can’t quite 
get there. Those are the 
ones who we target at all 
four schools with the be-
nevolence fund.

“We always encourage 
the parents to try to take 
care of it, but we know that 
sometimes they can’t quite 
get there.”

McIntosh said there is 
always a full tray available 
to students in all four of the 
schools, but it’s corpora-
tion policy that students 

cannot continue to charge 
lunches if attempts aren’t 
being made to eliminate 
their lunch debt. In the el-
ementary schools, students 
are allowed to charge more 
consecutive days than they 
are at the junior high and 
high school.

“The older ones, once 
they can no longer charge, 
will remind their parents, 
or they’ll make their own 
lunches,” McIntosh said. 
“We expect them to be a 
little more independent 
than the little ones, who 
may not have much of a 
choice when it comes to 
lunch options.”

Reminders are sent to 
MCS parents as soon as 
the balance dips below 
zero, even if that’s a mere 
10 cents. If the balance isn’t 
resolved, McIntosh calls 
parents to remind them. 
She said, most of the time, 
parents comply and make 
the effort to pay down the 
balance.

“We want to give them 

every opportunity to catch 
it up,” she said.

Kindness of strangers
Only in recent years has 

the need for the benevo-
lence fund increased.

But the school system is 
thankful to donors, such as 
the Kiwanis Club.

Jon Rosenberger, a re-
tired MHS teacher and 
longtime member of the 
club, said the Kiwanis Club 
raises money through two 
roadblocks, persimmon 
ice cream sales during the 
Persimmon Festival and 
manure sales each spring. 
Much of what the club 
raises goes toward the 
school system, as the Ki-
wanis Club’s mission is to 
focus on serving children 
of the world.

In addition to the be-
nevolence fund, the club 
sponsors the Key Club at 
Mitchell High School, the 
Builders Club at Mitchell 
Junior High School, the 
Bringing Up Grades and 
Terrific Kids programs in 

the elementary schools.
The Key Club, now 

under the direction of MHS 
teacher Rebecca Knight, 
has 45 members who focus 
on community service. The 
club conducts two Amer-
ican Red Cross blood drives 
each year, trick or treats for 
UNICEF and recently held 
a successful fundraiser for 
MHS student Andrew Ter-
rell and his family. Terrell 
suffers from leukemia.

Soon, Knight said, the 
Key Club and Builders Club 
plan to join forces to help 
with projects in the elemen-
tary schools.

Times-Mail Staff Writer Krystal 
Shetler can be reached at 
(812) 277-7264 or by email at 
kshetler@tmnews.com.
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“After you look at 
the cost of caskets, 
headstones and 
vaults, a traditional 
burial is costly.”
GENE ABEL, Green Hill 
Cemetery manager
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